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Dr. Ken Langelier is no ordinary pet doctor.  Some have called him Vancouver 

Island’s “Super Hero for Animals 

Young Ken Langelier grew up on a farm in Saskatchewan. It wasn’t unusual to find 

orphaned fawns, injured owls and other wildlife in in his backyard where he 

would care for them until they were ready to be set free. This was the beginning 

of a life-time devoted to defending and protecting animals.   

 

Animal Welfare is His Life Work 

Ken Langelier believes all animals deserve to be treated with respect and dignity.  

If he thinks human activity is causing animals harm, he sets a plan in motion to 

make things right.  Dr. Langelier does not back down.  He speaks out for all 

animals even if his work goes against the established thinking of the day.  

Dr. Langelier’s commitment to animal welfare has been recognized with countless 

awards and presentations of appreciation.  He was awarded the Order of British 

Columbia, the province’s highest honour, and the only veterinarian to receive this 

award in 2008.Dr. Langelier enjoys working with students and opens his clinic to 

visitors on a regular basis. Young people often ask him what has made him so 

successful in his work.  

“It is all about being patient and just not allowing yourself to give up.  You just 

have to get things done, even if it is overwhelming or frustrating work” he replied 

without hesitation.  

“I have lots of stories! Would you like to hear some of them?”  

And with that as an introduction, Dr. Langelier shared his favourite memories of 

his long career as a veterinarian on Vancouver Island.  

 



When Eagles Fell from the Trees 

 

One of the earliest success stories happened in 1989. Eagles and other raptors in 

Nanoose Bay were “dropping” from trees. Once on the ground, they were unable 

to move.  Some were barely responding.   Good detective work determined that 

the big birds of prey had fed on a dead cow that was full of barbiturates (a drug 

used to tranquilize animals). 

“We were able to organize the community to search the area for the fallen 

raptors. Time was not on our side. The birds were in very bad condition.   

We searched day and night until twenty-nine eagles were found. All but two 

survived due to the hard work of my staff and many community volunteers.  

“That story made the news all across Canada, and had a good ending!” 

 

 

 

 



Research leads Fight to Save the Vancouver Island marmot 

 

 On another occasion, Dr. Langelier worked with his scientist friend, Dr. Andrew 

Bryant, who was researching marmot populations.  

“I was interested in what he was doing because I was worried about the survival 

of our own unique species of marmot on Vancouver Island. I knew there was a lot 

of logging going on in the higher elevations where the marmots make their home.  

I was having a hard time convincing anyone that the unique species, Vancouver 

Island marmot, was in trouble, because many believed clear cut logging was 

improving the habitat for this species.” 

The team was eager to get to work, but soon realized tracking marmots by 

implanting radio telemetry devices was no easy task.  Because the marmot digs 

deep burrows for a seven month long hibernation, the transmitter needed to be 

surgically placed just under the skin so it would remain secure.  

The necessary specialized equipment was placed in 40 (kg) packs. Dr. Langelier 

and his veterinarian friend hiked up the mountain to the Vancouver Island 

marmot’s isolated habitat.  The delicate procedure was performed right there on 

the alpine meadow.   



 

 

 Their research revealed the Vancouver Island marmot population was in serious 

trouble. “Without this wake-up call we might have missed a critical window to 

start the hard work needed to save the species. I felt pretty good about the work 

we did.”  

A Ten Year Battle Before Lead Shot is Finally Banned 

The next story Dr. Langelier shared, shows how hard it is to change attitudes and 

practices. It is an example of the doctor’s determination.  



 In the early 1980s, birds of prey were brought to the clinic with perplexing 

ailments.  Some were almost blind and others had advanced liver disease.  When 

he examined an eagle who had not survived, he noticed that the heart had burst 

vessels.  It was as if the animal suffered many small heart attacks.  After careful 

detective work, he determined the eagles were suffering from lead poisoning.  

Many waterfowl wintering on the West Coast are poisoned when they swallow 

lead pellets from shotgun shells or when hunters shoot them.  Eagles in turn 

become poisoned if they eat the lead shot while feeding on dead or dying birds. 

Dr. Langelier’s research proved the lead in the hunters ammunition caused all 

sorts of problems that resulted in a slow painful death for the eagles.  

“Some simply starved to death because they couldn’t breathe, hear or see, or 

didn’t have the energy to hunt for food.”  

 

Eagle recovering at the clinic Photo by Ken Langelier 

 
 

Dr.Langelier immediately began taking action to prevent future lead poisonings.  

This involved working with all levels of government and many organizations.   

The hunters themselves proved challenging, because they preferred lead shot 

over the non-toxic steel variety.  It took over ten years and many difficult battles 

before a ban on lead shot was achieved.  Even today, despite the ban, some 

hunters refuse to comply and still use lead shot.  



 

Dr. Langelier designs Hydro Poles that Prevent Eagle Electrocutions 

Dr. Langelier’s next big challenge involved putting a plan in place to prevent large 

birds from being electrocuted from hydro wires. The loss of trees due to ocean-

front development has destroyed many safe perches, forcing the eagles to roost 

on hydro poles where they risk electrocution. 

 “When an eagle swoops into the sea to grab a meal, he gets a good bit of salty 

water on his wings and body.  The eagles will use a hydro pole to rest on after a 

successful hunt.  This is the time when they will stretch their wings so they will 

dry. Unfortunately, when each salty wing tip touches a live wire, the bird receives 

a fatal shock.   Five bald eagles were found dead under one pole! “ 

 

 When the doctor came up with a simple design change that would prevent the 

birds from being electrocuted he was met with little interest. 

(This is referenced in the Canadian Geographic March 1993 issue...permission to use the pictures in article still in the works)  

Dr. Langelier did not give up.  He finally got a break when he attended a 

fundraising event for eagles.  He shared his story about the eagles being 

electrocuted by the hydro wires with a concerned patron. This casual 

conversation really paid off because the woman had connections with a television 

news program.  Soon everyone knew about the eagle’s bad luck with hydro wires 

after the story made the evening news.   Shortly after the media attention, the 

special power poles were installed.  Look for them on your way to the Duke Point 

Ferry Terminal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A Super Hero with a Humble Attitude 

Like a super-hero, Dr. Langelier speaks out and fights for all animals when they 

are not being treated in a humane way.  This is why we do not have wild animal 

acts as entertainment in our city and why he works to prevent dogs’ tails being 

“docked” or domestic pets’ ears “cropped”. 

Eagles, red tailed hawks, sea gulls, fawns, trumpeter swans, our own Vancouver 

Island marmot, ducks and lizards or abused pets...no animal is turned away.  

Dr. Langier never charges a single penny for the work he does to save the steady 

stream of injured animals people bring to him.  Dr. Langelier fights for all animals 

and he doesn’t give up!  

No wonder he was featured in the award winning documentary series called 

Champions of the Wild. His long list of achievements and awards are evidence 

that his love of nature and true compassion for all animals is recognized by many.   

Dr. Langelier does not seek to be famous or wealthy. He points to the hard work 

of his staff and the volunteers at the recovery facilities as the real heros.  

He describes himself as a “just a patient man, who never gives up when it comes 

to working for humane treatment of animals.”  

But for all of us on Vancouver Island, we know that he more than that!  He is our 

SUPER HERO for ANIMALS. We are proud he makes Vancouver Island his home 

and so are all our animal friends. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donna Klockars 

Retired Literacy Consultant 

Dr. L has handed me his binder with all of his academic papers, most of the newspaper articles. Many of his own photos are being e-mailed to 

me for this piece.  He has approved the content and is really excited that the Nanaimo and area students will be reading this passage.  I 

explained that the article was written with the condition that it has to fit the general reading level of around Grade five and so he understands 

why I had to simplify the content.  

 


