
Shh! I am Deciding! 

 

All:   Marvin and Molly knew 

that this was going to be a very good day.   A 

gentle summer breeze tickled their tummies as 

they greeted the early morning sun. The smell 

of ripe berries made them both smile. The 

meadow flowers made a colourful carpet 

inviting them to get out and enjoy the day. 

Molly: Oh Marvin, this is a day that 

we can get things done. I know a lot about 

getting things done. I have been thinking and 

thinking about all the things we can get done 

today. 



Marvin: I have been thinking and 

thinking too!  I have the best idea!  Today is a 

very good day to... 

Molly:  Shh... I must tell you all 

about how to get things done! When you follow 

the steps, it is easy.  Just listen to me and you 

will learn how to get things done. 

 

Marvin But Molly, I have a very good 

idea for this day!  Why don’t we ... 



Shh...First we must find a big piece 

of bark and the we must write down our To Do 

List.  

All: Molly quickly made a list of 

three things to do.  She leaned it against a big 

cedar tree and told Marvin to study the TO DO 

LIST carefully. 

 

Marvin: Okay, I have studied the TO 

DO LIST.  It is a very fine list.  But Molly,   I know 

just what to do!  You will love my idea! 



 

Molly: Shh... Just look at this To 

Do List.. Isn’t it clever? Aren’t you glad that I 

know how to get things done. 

 

 

 

 

 

All: Marvin had never made a To 

Do List before. He was not sure how it would 

work.   He did know that the day was warm and 

sunny and the smell of berries made him very 

hungry.  

My To Do List                            Done     Not Done 

Play with friends                     

Do some  Work 

Make something 

 

 



He wanted to tell Molly about his plan for the 

day, but she was too busy brainstorming.  

 

Molly:  I will show you how to get 

things done.  A To Do List  helps you get things 

done.  It is easy.  You just write down all of the 

things you want to get done. Then you 

brainstorm different ways to get things done. 

Then you choose the best way to get things 

done.  

Marvin: We will have fun getting 

things done together.  I have an idea ...... 

 



 

All: Molly forgot to listen to 

Marvin. Marvin tried not to get upset. 

Marvin:   You have made a very good 

list.  The To Do List looks very important. I will 

watch and learn how to get things done. 

 

 

 



Molly: First we should look at the 

ideas.  Deciding what to do is the first step if 

you want to get things done.  

Marvin:    Yes,  the To Do List looks 

very important.   But I also have an idea.  It 

would be nice to go to the berry... 

Molly:  Shh! I am busy reading our 

To Do List! I am now brainstorming. This is an 

important step.  This is how you of get things 

done. 

 

 



 

 

All: Even though, Marvin was 

quiet, Molly  could not decide who to play with, 

what work should get done, or what they 

should make.  The only thing Molly could 

decide to do, was make loud, chattering sounds  

that filled the forest . 

                                                                    Done            Not Done 

Molly: Who should we play with?  

What should we play? There are so many things 

that we could make! What should we make?  

Maybe we should play hide and seek in the 

berry patch. Squirrel likes to play this game. 

OR... 

  



Maybe we  should play with Raccoon. She likes 

to find shiny things. She can reach for tiny 

things with her little hands. OR... 

Maybe we should make up a song about 

playing in the sun.  OR... singing about the 

meadow flowers would be nice. 

OR... 

 Maybe we should make piles for all our seeds 

Making pretty piles is a good thing to do. 

 

Marvin: I have an idea.  Let’s go to 

the berry patch and... 



Molly:   Shhhhhh! I am Deciding. 

We must NOT talk now! Deciding is not easy. It 

is important to think very hard. We must think 

and think about what to do. This is how you get 

things done. 

 

All:  So Molly and Marvin looked 

at the TO DO LIST  that was written on a big 

piece of bark. They looked at the list.  They 

studied the list. They read and re-read the To 

Do List over and over again.  

Marvin wanted to say something to Molly but 

every time he tried to talk, he was quickly 

interrupted. 

  



Molly:  I am NOT happy! Deciding 

is not easy. I am very sad! We are NOT getting 

things DONE. We can’t put a check in the  

“Done” boxes on our TO DO LIST. This is an 

important step.  

Marvin: I have a very good idea.  I 

think we should go to the berry patch and 

pick...  

 All: Marvin wanted to help his 

friend.  Marvin and Molly usually talked 

together. They were good friends and they 

often solved problems together.  But today,  



Molly was very busy deciding.  She did not want 

to listen to Marvin’s ideas.   If only Molly would  

listen.   

Marvin did not give up.  Everyone knows that 

Marmots are good communicators.  He decided 

to make up a poem.  Maybe Molly would listen 

to Marvin’s poem.  

Marvin: 

 Let’s make up a song.  

Will you give it a try. 

When we pick  berries 

with Squirrel, 

We can make a sweet pie. 



 

 

Molly: Did I hear you say, pie?   

 

Marvin: Yes, Molly.  I have been 

trying to tell you about an idea.  We should  go 

to the berry patch, pick some bl... 

 

 

 



Molly: Shh, I am deciding about 

making a pie. What kind of berries should we  

pick for our pie?   

Hmm... Maybe we should pick the red 

strawberries.  They are very pretty. 

Or...  

Maybe we should pick huckleberries.  They are 

sweet and juicy...   

Marvin: Oh no! Here we go again!  

 

 

 


