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Mentor-Text Mini-Lesson:  Teaching Strategically with a Purpose and an End in Mind: Integrated Inquiry Based Learning Donna Klockars 2014 

 
Mentor Texts                                      In Went Mouse, Frog Can Do Many Things, Raven Makes a Plan    
         
 Shared Lesson Intention / Goal/       Introduce characters of Pine Forest and Cedar Grove Oudoor Learning activity; search for Log Hotels as a habitat         
           
 
Essential Outcomes /Links to IRPs Understanding characters in stories, connect pictures with printed word, providing evidence for an inference, recognize rhymes, identify important parts of a 
habitat                           
 
AFL Strategies embedded in lesson Retell story while engaged in play activity, bring background knowledge forward and use new information while in outdoor setting-identify log hotels.   
 
   
 

  
Purpose: The What  
Lessons need to be highly engaging especially 
in the first five minutes.  Students need to 
activate prior knowledge and focus and 
contribute to the purpose for the reading 

This is the first time I have 
introduced the characters in Pine 
Forest. I will use stuffies and 
artifacts to focus on story elements 
I will encourage kids to develop 
relationship with the characters 
because they will come up in many 
stories. 

 
What I’m thinking?   The Why 
 I need to consider my students interests and 
strengths so that the lesson is authentic.  My 
plan must invite student ownership, be 
appropriately challenging and highly motivating 

I am meeting  some of the students 
for the first time.  I want to quickly let 
them know that I am part of the Pine 
Forest stories.  I will introduce the 
idea of authour.I will encourage 
children to see themselves as 
authours .  Every time they play or 
re-enact the story they are the 
authour 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Strategy: The How 
 
1. Introduce my Pine Forest Friends.  Raven, Bear, 
Squirrel and Frog and Eagle.  Let them know that 
they love to tell and listen to stories. They are shy 
and will feel safe and happy if they can sit close to 
me and listen to the stories. 
 
3.Ask the kids if they will help me read Frog can 
do many Things.  Emphasis is on the rhyming 
pairs 
Hop flop, slide glide, snap tap, etc.  Use the 
sentence stem as support for predicting the poem 
part of the page.  Yeah!  You can round up 
rhymes!  
 
5.Bring out the log stuffie and proceed with first 
reading of In Went Mouse. 

 
Strategy: The How 
 
 
2.Introduce big Raven stuffie.  Raven can be bossy 
and he really likes shiny things. I will let him look at 
these shiny things (shells and shiny rocks). This 
will keep him focused.  I am proud of Raven when 
he thinks about his behavior and remains quiet for 
the story and remembers not to be bossy.  
 
4.Use lots of expression when we come to the 
thought bubbles.  First introduction to the thought 
bubbles so simply use as a trigger to sound like 

talking. 
 
6.Use picture cues as support for predicting the 
animal word. Hint at the inference that the log is 
too crowded for this Mouse 
 

 

 
Purpose: The What: 
Students know that they will be asked to take 
an active role in constructing meaning and that 
they will be asked to -monitor how effective 
they are in making sense of the information 
that they are working with. 
How will I help my students interact with new 
ideas that they encounter? 
 

Students will use the big cardboard 
box that they have been 
decorating as the log hotel.  Three 
at this station for ten minutes. 
 

 
What is my thinking about this group of 
students? 
Given the information that I have from the class 
profile.  I will work on specific comprehension 
strategies  
Looking to consolidate rhyming 
skills 
Establish the characters and their 
traits, as they will remain throughout 

the stories. 
Coaching self- talk that will help 
keep the role play safe and kind. 
     

 
Chunking 
 
1.Educator  identifies each of the animals. Mouse, 
is held up and up it scurries into the log.  Name 
each animal.  Sign the word “in” with each animal. 
 
3.Students will sit in the rectangle and a child is 
asked to choose the animal they want to be.  The 
child then shows us what the animal would look 
like/move, then we all follow his lead. 
 
5.Free play encouraged using cardboard box prop. 

 
Chunking 
 
2.All students repeat and chant with educator as 
she turns each page.   
 
 
4.Students sign their name on the log tree play 
station-keeping centre to three students 
 
 
6. Drawing/Writing and props books available to     
retell story. 

 

Connecting 

 

How will I get my 

students engaged and 

prepared for learning 

new content? 

Processing 

 

How will I structure 

support for students to 

monitor their reading 

comprehension? 
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Purpose: The students are asked to apply 
reflect and integrate their new learning into 
their schema (background knowledge around 
concepts) 

 
Evidence that students have 
transformed and personalized the new 
learning can be gathered when 
students engage in this third part of 
the lesson sequence. 
 
 

 
Have I provided multiple pathways and 
alternatives so that students can show 
what they know? 

 
 
 
Differentiated Instruction 
Strategies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Demonstrate understanding in a variety of ways.  Transform personalize information….Re-organize 
new information to remember it. 
 
1. Respond to rhyming using the story as a prompt 2. Outdoor School:  students are to look for log                                                                                           
Draw the story                                                                   hotels and take pictures of examples. 
Retell in while in role 
Create a plan for Mouse to find a new home.  
Provide multiple settings to use new vocabulary 
 
 
 
3.Make a mural on long sheet of paper that shows  4.After many shared readings, students have access 
   the habitat where the log hotels were found.           to this story for independent reading. 
  Label using Hul’quimi’num for each animal. 
 Create class big book for In Went    
  Mouse  using children’s art.                                                                                

 
Assessment:   If students are  engaged and I have modeled this 
lesson effectively, I will see that my students can (evidence): I can 
sheet 
 
1.I can “round up” six rimes 
2. I can identify four animals that live in a tree.    
3.I can find a log hotel outside 
4. I can respond to request to find six of the stuffies when requested in 
English or Hul’quimi’num 
3.I can be a reader detective and explain why Mouse needs a new home. 
4.I can retell a story by acting it out using props or draw the story and 
label. 
What six AFL Strategies have been embedded in the teaching? 
 
Lesson intention 
Written but not stated clearly  
Criteria  Peer  and Self -Assessment reviewed criteria for play station 
(log house)focus on vocabulary and self  regulation while playing in the 
cardboard log hotel. 
Questions Ownership Celebrate questions and follow lead for student 
led inquiry  

  
Collaborative Learning Partner Conversation and Reflection; 
 
What still needs to be learned?  What criteria/evidence charts could be created to maximize immediate 
feedback? 
 
 
 
Do or will I have exemplars for students to use in their peer and self assessments of their learning? 
  
 
How does this shared teaching support our inquiry questions? 
 
 
 
Idea Bank for addressing New Ministry Document 

Integrate story and tap Fine Arts:  
Put animals on a paint stick and do a Readers’ Theatre  or a  
Directed Drawing using ovoids and other basic First Nations templates found in the art work in these 
books. 
Invite the illustrator to the class  
 
 
 
 

 

Transforming/Personalizing 

How will the students 

demonstrate mastery of 

outcomes and show that 

they have personalized the 

newly learned information? 

How have they been 

transformed in their 

learning? 


