
Cradle the Children with Story 

Every Child Needs to be Wrapped in a Literacy Blanket 

Is this still  a relevant topic for  Early Childhood 

Educators? 

Dear Reader,  

I was up all night worrying and fretting about my up-coming workshop. I have 

been happily organizing, refining, and editing every detail of the presentation for 

the past six weeks.  But the last twenty-four hours, have been a real nightmare!  I 

am overwhelmed with panic and anxiety.  The phrase “What was I thinking?” 

keeps washing over me. 

I am hoping that you will let me share how I arrived at this state of hyper-crazy 

anxiety. Maybe by talking things out with you, a path or direction might reveal 

itself so that I will be able to joyfully climb aboard the tiny floatplane booked to 

get me to the conference site in two weeks time. So here is the short version of my 

presenter’s journey to Panic City. 

As you might have predicted, the workshop will be  all about the importance of 

early literacy for the very young.  My intended focus will be to shine a light on 

what really matters for very young early literacy learners.   Since I have been at 

this gig for more than thirty years, I have lots to say about the topic.  And that is 

why only the “best of the best” pearls are going to make the cut.  I made a promise 

that my participants will only hear about and interact with engaging and culturally 

relevant strategies. Really, I am serious!   I will only pontificate and present the 

MOST RELEVANT and powerful of the field’s BEST PRACTICES. NO ON WILL BE 

BORED! I even bought a new outfit! 

Just to show off how cool the workshop will be let me give you a peek at a few of 

the things I will be bringing. 



 

 

 

 

 Story Baskets 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

What Young Children Like at Each Developmental Stage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Moe’s Pond Party 



Weaving the Literacy Blanket: Caring Adults Pass on the Legacy 

of Literacy  

 I have continuums for you and a very nice paper I wrote 

for you to look at someday. 

 

 BC Early Childhood Educators are Early Literacy 
Champions: Three Stories a Day Anchors Conversations 
and Play  

 Forest Adventure Story Walks  
What is it all About? 

 

 



Well, you get the gist.  It will be a blast.  

 

 OR NOT? 

I started thinking about my friends who are interacting and playing with their 

shorter friends every day.  Talent and creativity abound!  When I visit pre-schools 

and kindergartens, I am in awe of the wonderful things that are going on.  Of 

course B.C. Early Childhood Educators are capable and strong advocates for all the 

good things that need to be happening for little ones to grow up to read and grow 

up loving to read.  

Everything I have to say will be sheer redundancy and pedestrian. 

WHAT WAS I THINKING? 

To calm myself down, I went to my favourite texts and researchers. I thought if I  

re-visited  their words of wisdom it would remind me  about what  got me all 

excited and motivated to learn everything I could about how the very young 

figured out how to make sense of black squiggly lines in the first place.  

I spent a couple of hours re-reading  Vgotsky and repeating favourite quotes to 

myself:  

Reading and Writing Float on a Sea of Talk  (James Britton) 

I re-visited foundation statements such as:  

 Language is how we think,  

 how we process information  

 and remember.    

It is our operating system.    Language permits us to pay attention to things, 

persons, events, even when they are not taking place.  

 Talk builds the foundations for all later literacy learning.   



I looked at the latest publications on emergent literacy.  How it is interactive, 

participatory, child- guided and child-directed.  

 I was reminded how thoughtful caring mentors pass on the legacy of literacy  

when they celebrate words and storytelling and communication in all its forms.  

When they help the very young uncover how satisfying and useful words are 

and how they tell kids that when they play they are just like people that make 

books.  

 Then I thought the Atlantic article “ How the New Preschool is Crushing Kids” 

and that 68 percent of sampled parents use tablets with their toddlers. And that 

there are discussions about kids not understanding what to do when they go 

outside to play  

I thought about all these big ideas and I realized that I wanted to meet with you 

so that we could simply share and have powerful conversations about what 

really matters for our precious shorter friends.  You will teach me, and I will 

listen carefully.   I will be so thankful for the chance to talk about language and 

early literacy. It is my passion.   I think together, we make a great team.   

Of course, you have come to this conference with bucket loads of talent and 

creativity. Of course, a lot of what I bring will be familiar.  You are obviously  super 

interested in  kids and I  thank you for that.  This will be such a powerful 

opportunity to have a full day of GRANDE CONVERSATIONS about  something that 

really matters to all of us. 

And ... I think you will like my new outfit.  

Hugs, and thanks for letting me rant. I can’t wait to get on that floatplane! 

Donna, 

The Book Lady. 


