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Building the Literacy 

Relationship between 

book, child and the caring 

adult results in a self-

motivated, independent 

reader who believes he 

can read and make sense 

of print. 

 

 Building understandings 

about how Print Works 

(Concepts About Print) 

means actively learning 

the purposes for print, 

how words work, all print 

conventions. This results 

in a child becoming a 

strong reader who 

constructs meaning, 

thinks critically. 

 Building Oral Language 

and Book Language 

increases with meaningful 

high volume reading & 

volume writing. You get 

better at reading by 

reading. When the child 

reads high volume of 

multiple genres reading is 

an engaging and self-

motivating experience. 

 

Adults understand that “Book Time” mean “following 

child’s lead” vs. word-by-word reading of the text. The 

child’s enjoyment is the most important factor. 

Book time is part of a daily routine.  Young readers know 

if they ask for a favourite book it will be the very one they 

want.   

Adult allows Playful adaptations with the text, resulting 

in lots of “turn taking  while reading. 

 

A routine has been established where relationship building 

opportunities can happen in a very caring, reassuring way. books 

that are just right for the child are presented...possibly as a gift 

because they are special. 

Someone has taken the time and effort to create a reading 

corner or a cozy chair that is just right for reading together. 

Children’s books are arranged in a pleasing way.  Someone has 

started to establish the concept that books can be gathered 

together and displayed…with love. 

Adult point out a letter-(the first letter in their name) and 

tell them how special this letter is. Now adults convince 

child the word carries the meaning and the picture 

supports the story. 

Adult focus on “really useful” words like Yes, no, go, 

through a fun story.  Repetition builds confidence! Adults 

immerse child in language-rich print..  

Adults provide reading and writing experiences that are  

playful, joyful and focus on interests of the child.  

 

Adults take the opportunity to show how useful words 

and -signs, are. They help remind, us of things we meed 

to do or remember to do. 

Adults share information about invitations, menus, road 

signs, cereal boxes. 

Adult takes every opportunity to connect content  of 

books with child’s own experiences and unique interests  

Adult find conceptual themes (shapes, opposites) that 

are just right for the child. 

 

 

A caring adult pays attention to the things that are important to 

the very young child.   

Conversations bubble from the connections made with the text. 

Books reveal that  writers talk to the reader. Readers can talk 

back to the writer. Reading is a lot like talking. 

Books without words are compared to books with pictures to 

emphasize the concept of word vs. picture rich print..  

Reading and writing experiences are  playful, joyful and child  

driven. Name recognized..  

 

Adults provide lots of examples of how print is very helpful… 

Make a list of things to do tomorrow, list of things that are 

fun/not fun, tell mum what she should make for supper. 

 

Adults share important stories in their family history and culture. 

Pictures of family celebrations provide opportunities to talk about 

the things the family likes to do.  

Flyers, catalogues, cereal boxes are celebrated as reading material. 

Adults model how print and books are important when they read 

and write many different types of 

books/magazines/letters/cookbooks /grocery lists/reminders on a 

calendar/fridge photos with names/etc. 

Adults make a library an important place in the child’s life. 

 

I have a reading chair… I have a reading 

corner. 

I have lots of big people who read to me all 

the time. 

I can say lots of rhymes. 

I have favourite books.  Sometimes they 

change because I am older now.  

 I like dogs.  I can read (role play) dog books 

because I know a lot about dogs. I I can find 

my favourite cereal because I can read. 

I like the Odd Egg book because it says 

“creak and crack” and those are great 

words. I can make a picture or a scribble; 

then mommy remembers to get ice cream. 

Books  talk about stuff that is important. 

 

I can find my name..   I like to ask questions because I wonder 

about lots of things. 

I like to read about tractors and wheels. I like 

to play store and restaurant with lots of old 

boxes.   

I can get the cook book out for grandma 

when we make cookies.  I can read the word  

eggs on the egg carton. 

I can read when we go places in the car or 

help make a list when we go shopping. 

We have play centres where we make 

menus, blueprints, signs, and money. 
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