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Name, Professional Title, Organization 

Donna Klockars  

Early Language and Early Literacy Advocate 

Children’s  Literature Authour 

1. Contact Information: daytime telephone, email, mailing address  

2. Cell phone: 250-327 3078 

3. Email: dklockars@shaw.ca 

4. Address: 7090 Vipond Road, Nanaimo, B.C. V9T 6H1 

 

5. Short Bio  
 

I have worked as a speech pathologist, early childhood educator, elementary teacher and 
university instructor. After retiring from the Nanaimo School District as a Literacy 
Coordinator, I joyfully embraced my passion of exploring and championing early language 
and early literacy learning.  I blog, write papers, conduct action research inquiry projects, 
create children’s stories, listen to Elders stories and teachings and play with my shorter 
friends every opportunity I can.  I have been honoured to be a member of the Qeq College 
“Transition Year Curriculum Framework” Working Committee for the past five years.  

 

6. Workshop Description and Title 
 

 Weaving the Early Literacy Blanket  

Caring adults use foundational threads to create a literacy blanket unique for each child that 
serves the child in his or her journey of life-long learning. 
The workshop provides ways to create a literacy blanket by wrapping the child in stories and 
storytelling experiences that contain cultural teachings as well as information about ways of 
knowing and being, yesterday and today.    
We will explore children’s play in early literacy learning and identify texts that are 
developmentally “just right” and culturally relevant. Self-regulation, speech and language, 
and empathy will be addressed through stories. 



 “Weaving the Literacy Blanket” Continuums have been created to help educators and 
families implement an Assessment For Learning strategy that celebrates early literacy 
strengths.  

 

 

7.Full Description 

 

This workshop is organized around acknowledging and celebrating oral traditions, story, and 
the importance of play in young children’s early literacy development.  Play and oral 
language development, play and emergent reading, play and the development of concepts 
of print, emergent writing and outdoor literacy will be explored… that’s right… in a playful 
way. 

All learning is social and this full day workshop is filled with joyful conversations.   We will be 
mindful of how children actively construct their understandings about print through play.  
Caring adults pass on the legacy of literacy when they offer literacy-rich environments, 
which offer multiple opportunities to participate.  

The day will highlight the Elder led Qeq College Curriculum Framework and showcase how 
we used our Elder gifted, traditional stories. Moe the Mouse always follows me to 
gatherings.  He has new stories and many activities that invite children out on the land.  We 
cannot wait to play together. 
 

7. Maximum number of participants  

Forty is ideal if round tables are available for shared conversations. 
 

8. Intended target audience 
All are welcome! 

9. Preferred presentation  
Thursday full day workshop.  Or Friday ( Anne Gardner and I will be travelling together and she has 
suggested we present on the same day if possible)  
 

10. Equipment required: 
Table Talk equipment. 

I will be staying for lunch 
 
 

 


