
Ari’s Has lots of Friends  

 

It was one of those days that made you want to jump out of 

bed and say Good Morning to the whole world. 

And so that is exactly how Ari started her morning.  She said  

 

“Good Morning Mr. Robin.  

Good Morning Mrs. Jay  

I can’t wait to go outside 

And play with my friends all day.” 

Ari loved to make up rhymes.  She also liked to tell stories.  

Many of her stories were really far-fetched, but they were true 

and really happened! 

For example:  Her latest story was about a squirrel, a raven and 

two raccoons who  enjoyed sharing  a good cup of mint tea and 

homemade cookies...And ,and if you can believe it, they made 

pretty bracelets and necklaces while sipping their honey 

sweetened mint tea.  Ari named her story   

The Making Jewelry and Drinking Mint Tea Party. 



 

Ari, liked to tell her stories to anyone who would listen.  But no 

one in her family really wanted to hear her stories.  They 

thought she had very strange ideas about what happens in a 

forest! This didn’t bother Ari one little bit.  She told her stories 

to her favourite doll, Leoni.  Nana had given her Leoni for 

Christmas and she really loved that doll.  At least Leoni believed 

her stories were true.  

 

 



Ari’s brothers definitely thought her stories were “out-there” 

and just plain ”weird”.  They often tried to help Ari understand 

how the world worked.  Jayden and Ethan  were older and so 

they knew a lot more about everything. (At least, this is what 

they told Ari.) 

Here is an example of Ethan and Jayden explaining how things 

work: 

 

 



“Ari, animals can’t talk and they don’t have tea parties or like to 

make jewelry.  You are still young so you don’t know a lot about 

animals.  We read about ravens, raccoons and squirrels and this 

is how we know more about them than you.  

You should tell stories about squirrels digging burrows, or 

ravens cawing all day or raccoons hunting at night...Did you 

know raccoons are nocturnal animals Ari?”  

Like I said, Ari, just ignored her brothers.  She knew what she 

knew.  Her animal friends were fun and exciting friends to have.  

She never knew what to expect when she went down to the 

Little House in the Woods and opened the front door to the 

Little Cabin in the woods, then walked out the back door and 

climbed over the big cedar  root and finally came  to  the creek. 

 



 

 

Every time she followed those exact series of steps, she was 

able to hear and understand every word the forest animals 

said.  At first she was surprised to hear how busy and 

adventurous all the animals were.  But the best thing about her 

new friends was that they welcomed her to the forest and said 

that they were very happy to meet a new friend...  



 

What fun they had  playing tag and climbing trees together.  Ari 

especially enjoyed  listening to the adventures or troubles of 

each animal  family.  Ari would tell her doll Leoni every detail of 

her Forest Adventures when she would return home after a day 

of being in the woods.   

 Sometimes the animals  would take her on exciting adventures, 

or ask her help to solve tricky problems that came up in the 

forest community.  

Ari, had given up trying to convince her family that her stories 

were really true.  

 



 

Back to Today..  Ari was happy that her brothers wanted to join 

her for some playing time down in the woods. They all agreed it 

was the perfect day to to hang out down by the creek.  

 

The first activity of the morning was to  take their turns 

completing  the obstacle course that Grandma and Grandpa 

had set up for all the grandkids to enjoy.  

 



 The course was full of weird twists and turns.  They had to walk 

on old board planks up to a huge cedar stump.

  

 

Then they looked for evidence of insects, jumped over big 

boulders, and had to crawl under a bridge made of rotten logs. 

They dipped their toe into the shallow part of the pond and 

looked for tadpoles. 



  



 

The steep path leading to the top field where the horses grazed 

was the most difficult part of the course.  But each one of them 

managed to make it to the top and back down again in a short 

amount of time. 



 

When they got back to the creek they walked through the cabin 

in the woods, then threw an old soccer ball into a hoop made 

from willow branches.   

 



 

 

After a morning of racing, climbing and building a few new 

obstacles from old wood they found they had worked up a real 

hunger.  They went into their Little Cabin in the Woods to rest 

and enjoy the cool shade that the cabin provided on the hot 

summer day.   



 

 Ethan and Jayden sat down on two stumps that were arranged 

around  an old piece of wood to make a small table.  into the 

little cabin in the woods. They  got out the back pack with the 

picnic lunch and started to unwrap peanut butter sandwiches. 

Ari was just finishing the last part of her  obstacle course when 

Jayden noticed the oddest  thing.   

“Hey Ethan, what are these strings of shells, and shiny beads 

doing here?  Jayden, have you been making jewelry?  ... Hey, 

look over here.  There are a bunch of cups and mint branches 

on the stump.”   



 

Just then Ari, walked in to the Little Cabin in the Woods.  

“Hey you guys were supposed to be counting how long it took 

me to do the obstacle course.  I ran my fastest and climbed to 

the very top of the hill without even resting”. 

 

“Never mind that Ari,  Why are there tea cups, shell necklaces 

and mint in the Little Cabin in the Woods?” 

 

“Oh, those are from our tea party and jewelry making party.  

Too bad you were not at the party.  We had a lot of fun that 

day! 

 



 

Before Jayden and Ethan could ask for an explanation Ari 

quickly announced,  

“Oh, I got to go.  Grandpa wants me to help him do tractor 

work. 

 



Ethan and Jayden never got an explanation about the shells and 

the “mint tea party” evidence.  But Ari was fine with that.  She 

had a good story to tell  Leoni.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


